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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1,56, 1.97 and 1.98 applicants enclose 
a Seventh Form PTO-1449 and copies of the references cited 
thereon. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(d), this IDS is being filed 
before payment of the issue fee, includes the required 
certification (see next paragraph), and is accompanied by a 
Credit Card Payment Form (PTO-2038) to cover the required fee of 
$180.00 



The undersigned hereby certifies that no item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in 3 
a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing 
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the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item of 
information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement 
was known to any individual designated in §1. 56(c) more than 
three months prior to the filing of this information Disclosure 
Statement. Note that JP 9-306576 (Reference AJ2) is an 
"application family member" (at least partially) corresponding 
to US 5,891,591, which is previously of record herein (reference 
AD in IDS of August 9, 2002). 

4) The present references AG2 to AJ2 are each accompanied by a 
partial English Translation. Reference AJ2 is further 
accompanied by an English Abstract and is a foreign counterpart 
of US 5,891,591 as mentioned above. Therefore, no further 
discussion of the references is necessary. 

5) Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider all 
references of record, return an initialled copy of the enclosed 
Form PTO-1449 and ensure that all references of record are 
printed on any patent issuing from this application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Masaaki HARASAWA et al. 
Applicant 
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